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A client approached us seeking a systematic 
literature review (SLR) for a pipeline indication with 
limited published research and poorly defined 
epidemiology. They were preparing to initiate an 
interventional trial and needed to validate their 
selected outcome measures while gaining a clearer 
understanding of background safety signals. Their 
research questions spanned multiple areas of 
interest, from epidemiology to natural history.  

Each record was systematically tagged within a 
hierarchical tagging tree, enabling multi-dimensional 
exploration of the evidence.
Our team extracted key data and developed 
interactive Evidence Maps featuring dynamic filters, 
data slicers, and visualizations. These tools made it 
easy to interrogate the data, identify knowledge gaps, 
and draw strategic insights. We also summarized the 
findings and highlighted where evidence was strong 
versus where further research was needed.

Our team mapped the full evidence landscape for 
the pipeline indication, placing the client in a strong 
position for downstream strategic planning. The 
Evidence Maps allowed the client to uncover key 
findings they had not previously recognized as 
critical to the natural history of the disease.
Importantly, the Evidence Maps enable internal 
stakeholders to independently explore the data and 
answer their own research questions. To facilitate 
uptake across departments, our team delivered 
tailored presentations to internal stakeholders, 
ensuring they could confidently navigate the Maps 
and extract the greatest value from the resources.

“The team delivered three high-quality 
evidence maps covering our domains of 
interest, which increased our 
understanding of the current trends in 
literature and, in turn, informed future 
strategies for evidence generation for 
the ultimate benefit of our target 
population, CDP, and safety 
monitoring.”

THE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME
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Given the breadth and exploratory nature of their 
objectives, we recommended a mapping review 
rather than a traditional SLR. Unlike the more 
prescriptive PICOS-driven approach of an SLR, a 
mapping review provided the flexibility needed to 
address their wide-ranging questions.
To maximize the utility of the review, we designed a 
structured tagging framework that allowed findings 
to be organized and readily identified through simple 
filters.
Using tailored search queries and gold-standard 
screening methodology, we identified hundreds of 
relevant publications. 
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